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ROTTEN HOSE. |

HREE firemen are dead and a mill-

ion dollar building is wrecked be-

cause of rotten hose and lack of

water pressure.

This brings concretely to the at- |

tention of the community the fact

that bad city government has to be

paid for in more ways than high
taxes, excessive bond issues and
impaired city credit. '

The death rate In umsanitary
tenement houses Is as directly due
to bad city government as are the
deaths of John Fallon, of Rre Pa-
trol No. 3, and Thomas Phillips
and George O’'Connor, of Engine
Company No. 72. But the thous-
ands of neadless deaths in dark,
unventilated rooms are hid away without the monument of a tottering
twelve-story building.

In an interview Fire Commissioner Lantry & quoted as saying:

“The hose was rotten beyond any use, and there was lack of pres-
sure. We could not raise water to the twelfth floor without breaking
the hose. The men could easily have controlled the flames and prevented
their spread if they had had the proper materials to work with. The men
were forced to resort to fire extinguishers, and even hand grenades, to
escape themselves. Attempts to extinguish the flames were useless. They
had to burn themselves out.

“We need 200,000 feet of new hose, but we cannot get it. The hose
bought in 1905 and 1906, and some of that bought in 1904, has been
of poor quality, and great quantities of it burst at every big fire.

“Manufacturers say that the reason is that the specifications, which
were changed in 1905, when John H. O’Brien was Commissioner, make
it almost impossible to manufacture hose that will stand high pressure.”

What Commissioner Lantry says about the hose had been anticipated
by the report of a committee of the Board of Fire Underwriters, whosaid:

“At two-thirds of all the houses, more especially in important *s-
tricts, the hose, especially recent purchases, is defective in quality.”

The Board of Underwriters' committee goes into the manner in
which this defective hose got into.the department, and says that previous
to 1905 specifications for hose “agreed closely with the makers’ stand-
ard practice.”

In 1905, according to the Board of Underwriters, concurring as to
the date with Commissioner Lantry, the specifications were changed. As
regards these new specifications the Underwriters’ report says that they
were “not so durable as that regularly used by manufacturers,” and adds:

“The result of this is that the few manufacturers who bid for the
New York business under present conditions give the three-year guaran-
tee required unwillingly, although they stand ready to guarantee their
regular brands made under their specifications for five years.”

John H. O'Brien, who was re-
ferred to in Commissioner Lantry’s
interview, was appointed Fire

The Thaw Case.

By Maurice Ketter.
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Did You Ever Try Smiling at a Conductor Instead of Paying Your Fare?

Women W ho Never Pay Any Other Way.

“I forgot to drop my ticket in the box one day,” continued Mrs. Jarr, ‘‘and
the man shouted after me In ths rudest manner. But on the surface cars the

Mzs. Jarr Says It Works Finely With

By Roy L. iicCardell,

Commissioner Jan. 1, 1906. He
says in a statement “specifications
for this $75,000 worth of hose were
drawn by Deputy Fire Commis-
sioner Hugh Bonner, a fact which
answers any criticism.”

No matter who drew the spe-
cifications, it answers no criticism
of the fact that the hose burst and
that faithful firemen doing
duty without hope of graft or the
incentive of a high salary went
bravely to their deaths in the

their

4

Kov. L MeCaraers

the subway on account of a bullding that hag been on fire being ready to fall day %

y for not ringing up fares, and if you do not pay you do not tempt the
and crush the roof of "\e tunnel in. And yet you always find fault with me for]m_,m n L A 1 B ey
taking the surface cars.' -

sald Mrs. Jarr, petulantly. ‘I do declare, one Way everything goes with a slam and a bang, and you're jostled around and hur-
doesn’'t know how to dress for it. If one goes out ried so that I don't believe anybedy ever gets a chance to ride for nothing.”™
in one's figure it's sure to turn out to be plercing oold, and ‘Do you ever get a chance to ride for nothing?'’ asked Mr. Jarr.
if one wears a fur coat it's sure to be llke a day {n June!" “ ‘““Yes, in the surface cars,' replied Mrs. Jarr. “If you get in at ths front
“The weather suits me all rirht,' sald Mr. Jarr, “and | doer and the conductor doesn't see you taking your seat—he often doesn’t ask
I'm going out in my figure, as yon say, but I'll carry m,”you for your fare; you can read a paper or look around {ndifferently as if you
overcoat en my arm.” !h‘d pald your fare, and they seldom do ask you directly. But a good way is o
“You just put your overcoat on,” said Mrs. Jarr, “the hold your fare in yvour hand. and if yeu are asked for it yeu can hand it over as
first thing you know you'll have the grip and be lald Up OU {f you had forgotten t.”
my hands, and I've trouble enough, as it 1s." | . 8 Ly 0 onest cents?"’
““The weather has been bright and clear this moming,' | Jn"‘!’ou agu'simekalto] thll: me | yaud {beEcRet SbQuL i Hve 7" asked Mr.
said Mr. Jarr, “‘but the papers say we will have snow.” | ““There’s nothing dishonest aboumt it tf the conductors don’t ssk you for X,
“You can’t depend on what the papers &2y, sald Mrs. |4y ypera2t replied Mrs. Jarr. “That's what they are pald for, and when you
Jarr. I read that it was dangerous to go down OWN ON | arg gpaaking of dishonesty dom’t forget that oonductors are discharged every

“Dw you ever mes such weather as we are having!™ |you haven't pald your fare, you can threaten to report them, while in the Bub-

‘“That’ ueer way of lookd at it sald Mr, Jarr.
‘““Iou can't take the surface cars on Fourth avenue,” smatd Mr. Jarr, e i %

vain wa *1 don’t see Kwhy,” sald Mrs. Jarr. “"Mrs. Kittingly says she hardly ever
. ) . 1 ™ to!”™ sald Alrs. Jar hortly, *“T'd 1! e ¥ .
effort to make up for one of the ‘n—e"'l ean il $ I8, Jatrisnortly. - Mhia ke tosknow whe'n to 'wp‘pny: a fare in the street cars. When the conduoctors ask her for it she says
i e = X e &) _ | o . 1 ; hing, e says it seams to please them
man iencies f ,, ¥ The fire,” replied Mr. rr. T rotect the St they’ Ta ‘9he gives them a smile and says notl and sh
J ek Riabad city o ks e & RASHDYAY, Sive. i €2t | pecause %0 many people fuas with them and threaten to report them, but in

government.

The water supply was also
short. The pressure was weak. Mr.
O’Brien, who is now Commission.
er of Water Supply, says that “the
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“w
high pressure fire service will pe
ready for testing by March 1.”

In the meantime, why was not the Cr

wooden beams acrose the street.”

are afrald to ride in the Subway let the Subway stop running. Why should !
folks who want to ride on the surface cans be Interfered with?’

| you into the cars and pack you llke sardines {s disgraceful, and, anyway, I don't|
| iks going up and down the steps and standing in line in front of a ticket
offce.”

e .| the Subway you can't get through without dropping a ticket in the box."
RePL2| “Well, I never heand the beat!" declared Mr. Jarr. “Do you mean to say
that all women are like that?"”
‘“More people uss the Subway, that's why,” sald Mr. Jerr. | “Om, you needn't talk,” said Mrs. Jarr, “I've seen men fuss with the con-
I never use it {f T can help it,” sald Mra, Jarr. ‘“The way those men shove ductors, declaring they had paid their fares, and maybe they hadn’t either.”
“But maybe they A!d,” said Mr. Jarr,
‘Maybe,’ said Mrs. Jarr, ‘but #t would be better mannerw en their\part if
they just gave the conductor a smile, or pretended they didn’t hear him, llke
women do."

““A lot of people should mind their own businems'' safd Mrs. Jarr.

“It's the quickest way to travel,” sald Mr, Jarr. “Give me the Bubway.”

fre purposes? Was i or e sue o e 1t o MisS Lonely Sets Her Trap for a Highbrow Mr. Man Y By F. G. Long

Letters from the People.

Wants More Hotels for Girls, | ton strest. New York
To the Mditor of The BEvening Woria | each traty vll.’ "
Thare should be more places whore 4 |, i 2 E R
@frl ean And board and o iseq e i Sanan
bhave been told there nra oot ooa.n | S0 sepaTats e
Just for working girls 1 w ) o Lo ot
Place, but there was no vacanoy 1
don’t know why we wi ;

®et hotels bullt for
woarking men We hove It ¢
the men dozens of eush 1 o .,: It s
hard for a girl to get along. We have
to pay twice as muc, for |o)
the men and A
as thay s
want charity, but wa wou'd like lers nre something 1
ing hand . K fizurad out A 1 to try
For Bridge i . ! nut T
Yo'the Edlior of T,
Here is a ylun 11 o banet e || TEEY [ prove it Firs et it run de
employed below Fulon st \ ¢, | OiALaen > theiexact hour, ix
tan, w ¢ .
saane tine v g - : 6" (quite a Job)
the HBridee 1 nl 32 8i
borous!
ment wit t
& different form and . $haf ber by 60
simblar to the : T 10 mi
vogue, at the ¢ . : B0n S KIURG,
which would e A ‘ ALURULALENE S,
ohopper at r : : % I'add
on anv \ ST
aating from the r ; ¥ #0canda
wise 1ot the B. I T sell w 234 ! a1 RY
De termed a tunnel ticke: at a eF of 5), &c., a
etations and on trolley : !
oM through the tunnel &8 far as Ful-  Clfton Dark, N, J

—

n a faw cars of

er

ring

) w
" 1. LYONS.

we don't earn :' | A Wateh Computation,

do. Come, giris W ¢ [To the FAitor of The Dvend

Transfers,

O Tesia e ' % P

] wiLL DEMONSTRATE To
You THAT THE FEMALF
1S SIM PLY AN ACCIDENT-
Al HN'I"HESIS-)\/

WHAT! DONT You KNOW THAT
oMAN IS A MERE FACTOTUM

IN THIS PHYSICAL

COSMOGONY,

woH? A BirEn? WHAT A WONDERFUL
MAN You RRE! IT
MUST BE AWFULLY

LONELY WORKING IN THIS :
REARY OLD PLACE y—

Yov TRKE LIF
700 SERIOUSLY- TOU
QUGHT TO BE MOKE,
SENTIMENTAL .

~a n | & s [
Cars., gvod 1™ = : oy ’

"WOMAN 15 MERELY ;;S

NOW WOULON'T Tou
BE MUCH HAPPIER

{ WHAT You NEED 1S ")
H SYMPRTHETICL

PRESUMPTION —A HYPO COMFPANION TO IF You HAD A
THETICAL—) = Your STUDIES NICE LITTLE WIFE
) 6‘ LIKE ME —

N\

|conductors are generally very polite. And if they do get impudent and {nsist

| FEEAEECERLEBTETEECRERDDID
@ The Story of the Operas &
|® %

& By Albert Payson Terhune.

' No. 16—-WAGNER’S “RHEINGOLD.’’

N a rock

In the River Nhine, in
the days when the world was
young, was fastened a lump of

| magi> gold  Whosoever could win this
| #0ld and shape it Into a ring would be
master of the earth. DBut it wase de-
creal that no man might seiza the
’!msuro unless he first awore to re-
nounce love. The gold was guarded
by three water nymphs, daughters of
| the Rhine god. They were gay, light
| crealures whose davs were spent playing
| baneath the waters about the rock and
!mdminmg t..e metal's wonderful lustre,
One day while the trlo were thus en-
| gaged a misshapen creature crawled up
| toward them from the slime of the rivear
| bottorn. It was Alberich, the Nibe-
llung; ona of a race of gnomes that
llved under the earth. Iie was lured by
the Rhine daughters’ beauty and made
violent, awkward love to them. The
nymphs laughed him to scorn, teasing
and flouting him until the gnome's ocourting gave place to chattering rage
Seecing the guld glittering on the rock, he aried:

‘I forswear love forever! This gold will win me the rulership of the world™

Tearing the magic treasure from its fastenings, he plunged beneath the rivem
bed with it. ® ¢ ¢

Wotan was king of the gods. From the loftiest meuntain tops he and hig
fellow dmities governed their human worshippers. Desinring a mighty palaoe,
Wotan had summoned two giants, Fafnir and Fasolt, o bulld him one. The
glants had demanded in payment ths fair I'rela, goddess of Spring and youth,
As feasting on the apples which grew in Freia's orchard kept the gnods eternally
young, Wotan wsa loath to part with her, But Lok!, the fire god, persuaded
him to acoept the gilants’ terms, promising to help him elude payment. Now,
at last the palace was cempletad and the giants came for Freia. Her sisten,
Fricka (Wotan's wife), and her brothers, Donner (the ged of Thunder), anfl
Froh declaral she should not be givem up. Wotan was {n dire perplexity,

Just then Lok! arrived He had been searcing everywlers for something te
offer the gilants in place ef Frela; but nowhere had he found anything they would
oonsider as precious as a beautiful woman. Iinally as he was crossing the
Rhine, he heard the thres nymphs mourning their lost gold. Alberich had fashe
loned It into & ring, by means of which he had made himself lord of &all the
gnomes and had set them to collecting for him the priceless treasuras of the
underworid. He had won Nmftless power and by the magic of the ring must in
time oconquer not only the world, but the gods as well. Hera at last was some-
thing even greater tham love. And the giants, Nstening to Loki's story, de=
clared they would releass Fref if Alberich's hoard of treasure were given them
in it stead. Wotan agresd (for already the goda deprived of Frela's applea,
were beginning to grow old), and he and IL.oki wet forth for the underground
Nibelung land. * * °*

Alberich was causing the gnomes Infinite misery. Not only did he kean them
working night and dey, but he had foroed his luckless drother Mime to forge
for him an enchanted mteel cap known as the Tarnhelm, whose wearer could,
at will, either change himself into any form he cohose or could render himself
absolutely Invisible Wearing the Tarnhelm, Alberich we=s wont to creep un-
seen among his gnomes and scourge them into greater activity. As Wotan and
Loki reached the Nibelung cavern Mime was howling from one of thgse beat~
ings. Alberich came In t0o sea what the strangers wanted. Motoning to Wotan
to be silent, the crafty Loki flatteral Alberich’s vanity by praising the Nibe
fung’s new found wealth and power, and so played on the gnome's vanity thas
Alberich boastfully consented to give an exh!bition of the Tarmmhelm's skill. He
transformed himself into a huge serpent. l.ok! screamed in mock terror, then
suggested that it might be a far hander feat to turn into some small, {insignificant
sreatura. Alberich fell into the cunning trep. Putting on the Tarmhelm agaln,
he quivkly changed to a tomd. No sooner had he dona mo than Wotan seized
him and Lok! pulled the Tarnhelm from his heal. This restcred Alderich te
his rightful form, but the two gods overpowerad him and dound him. Having

l'.‘hus outwitted and captured the gnome, they dragged the shrieking prisones

away with them, * ¢ ¢
Carrying their ciptiva to the lofty ahode of the gods, they foroed him to

sond for all his precious gold and jewnls. RBefore releasing the gnome, Wotan
snatched from his finger the ring. Then he bade loki unbind the Nlbelung
land let him go. But Albarich, {nsane with rage at the wholesals robbery, sol-
emnly lald a dreadful curse on the ring and on whomsoever should possess it
.\Hner-_v, suspicion and death, he vowed, should be the portion of every owong
thereof,

“All shall covet the ring,” he shouted as he vanished, ‘“‘bit none shall gain
The Treasura's lond shall be the Treasure's slave!”
They demanded as much of the wealth as should,
heaped on the earth, equal I'rela In s'za. The whale hoard did not quite an
this measure. So Wotan was forced to cast the Tarnhalm on the honp Even
this did not suffice, and, reluctantly, he was torced to adl the ring. No sooner
| was the ring in tha giants’ possession than the twxn hegan to fight as to which
| of them shaould wear it. In the strurgle Fafnir slew Fasolt, picked up the
‘entlre hoard and hurried off with #t. Thus already had Alberich's curse begun
0 dreed strifa and denth.
‘ The gods embraced the rescued Frefa and, in delighted pt:ncels‘lon. turned
toward the wonder palace eracted for them by the glants. Wotan named the
imdace “Valhalla"” and decreed it should henceforth be the ht:mc of the gods
Donner cast a rainbow bridze from the mountain top to Valhalla, and the
ld'llle.s crossed in gay procession. As they entered theh—vm-w abode a nolund of
weeping arose from the world below. The Rhine Daughters were walling fow

their stolen gold. .

enjoyment from It
The glants returned.

The story of “The Valkyrie” will be published Thursday.

Notes of a Southern Journey.

HE ) C ve smooOth chins,
South is losing tts whiskers. Kven old Confederates hav D h
. ganeratlon {s abolishing halr from the face. White bllhg
. ]

while the younger : s e
bers are also beginning to supersede co (.
The attention of the Richmond Soclety for the Prevention of Cruelty,
3 ~ctfully called te the growing practics of runuing wire
2l Sl e ; | houses, thus shutting the agile

f rura
screens botween the foundation posts ©
porkers out In the cold—or heat—as the case may be, besides preventing them

the floor beams,
frOT8ore op 1AL Eh rous person in the South. He travels a

T New York drummer is a nume t
emtnh:(m a carload of vast sampie cases. The fine Hotel Gaston, at New Bern,
has l half dozen or more sample-rooms where wares can be dlsplayed for Inspeos

holds & commercial court.

ocal merchants and where the drummer ;

uonn.lb:mlnond c;rrhea on a city nursery for the raising of trees. Citizens are sup=-
slled with saplings free of charge. The city also has a skating pond. The pond
w.ta eften the scene of drowning accidents until it oocurred to some one to draw

m to knee deep in the skdting season.
Do R most important woman's clud in the Southewn

{imington, Del, has the
«wrulfym Byonc singular coincidence ¥ is also the headquarters of the powdam
Industry.

ually located in low spots, where the digging is
after the rains—a Baptist idea, perhaps,
! Fredericksburg brings one te &
tew minutes’ ride by traln south from
pyr:mld of rough stone on the edge of what was the battlefleld of Chancellors-
ville. It marks the best guess as to the spot where Stonewall Jackson recelved

d by a Confederate soldler.
his fatal wound from a stray shot fire
Mistletoe grows so plentifully in the branches of the gum trees around New

irls are so good looking that It suggests an ideal place to spend
g;mt:::u.m:n‘oth‘or curious parasite is a tree fern that grows on the elms along
the strest. The trunks seem clad with vtlnte:, t;u.t examination shows them to be

with the delicate lacery 0 o ferns,
"l};‘{mo:-‘t,:?isl are treated playfully by the Southern rallreads, They merely
serve as an indication ef good intentions. The roads duck the reduced fare laws
in North Carolina neatly by selling all through ticketa at the old rate from New
York, Washington and Richmond, and the Pullman folks forbid their porters and
oondl‘)ctorl taking cash to pay the train conductors at State lines. Bleepy folks
pay the old rate, but the wakeful sit up and pay on the instalment plan and save

about one-third,
Roses are atill blooming along the Carolina coast line.

The Oldest of English Proverbs.
Tn,m origin of proverbs is uu;mzin;;, b:‘l::r r;::varl;lbd.e“’l‘::rz‘; rtnhznyr a:n 1?.:

4 he oup and the lip
L G = Its origin is found in the following anclent Greek legend

The negro graveyards are ua
eawy and where the water stands

English sayings. :
told b;v R],yoophron Ancaeus, the son of the god Poseidon and King of the

Leleges of Samos, took great pride in his vineyards, and treated most harshly
the slaves who worked' them. A prophet predicted that as & punishment foe bis
cruelty he would not live to enjoy the wine pressed from hs grapes. The hase
vesting and the wine-making passed in safety, and finally Ancaeus stood jeering
at the prophecy with the first cup of wine In his hand. .But the seer replied to
the King's mockery ‘‘Many things happen between the'cup and the lip." A
that moment a wild boar broke into the vineyard and Ancaeus, setting the cup
down untasted, hurried off to direot the chase, in which he was killed,

Nt

.
1Y
.
The English Language.
NGLISH is now spoken by ahout 125,000,000 people. A century ago it wes
e During that period no other leading Euros

E spoken by 20,000,000 people only d
pean language has made the slightest advance., Germnan has held ita
and is spoken now by 80,000,000, but this 18 no higher percentage of the
number of people of Buropean descent than It had a hundred years ago,

The United States alone, it is estimated, will contain 800,000,000 when the
twenty-first century dawns. As the learning of English is compulsory in Indiey,
mm’-ﬁ.mmwhhmmm v,




